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Career Information Session 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hi, my name is Melinea Abramyan and I am a Career Counselor within the Career Services Center at Santa Monica College. Thank you for attending the People and Society Career Information Session. Today, I am going to share with you 




Spotlight on: 
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Liberal Arts - 
Social and 
Behavioral 
Sciences 

Communication 
Studies 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
our Communication Studies and Liberal Arts - Social and Behavioral Science programs and the careers they can prepare you for. At SMC, we also offer a program in Liberal Arts with an emphasis in Arts & Humanities which will be covered within the Culture, History, and Languages Information session.





Communication 
Studies 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s get started with the Communication Studies major.



Degrees and Certificates 
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 Degrees and Certificates 

Associate in Arts for Transfer Degree (AA-T) - Communication Studies 

Many colleges/universities offer bachelor’s degrees in this field. Students planning to transfer to a 
four-year college or university should complete the lower-division major requirements and the 
general education pattern for the specific transfer institution. SMC has agreements with UC and 
CSU campuses, as well as several private and out-of-state institutions. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Communication studies is a large, multifaceted set of specializations about how and why humans communicate. What exactly does that mean? 

Communication Studies teaches you how to build the relationships you want and deserve, and to confidently communicate and present your opinions and ideas. The Communication Studies program at SMC will support you in developing the top skills desired by employers including critical comprehension, interpretation, collaboration and problem solving skills 

And att SMC, you can obtain the Associate in Arts for Transfer or (AA-T) in Communication Studies.

Many colleges and universities also offer bachelor’s degrees in this field.   





Academic Planning 

For information on this program, assistance creating your educational plan, or exploring transfer 
preparation visit the SMC Counseling Center at: 
 
● http://smc.edu/student-support/academic-support/counseling/contact.php 

 
Once on the web page, you can make an appointment or see a counselor on a drop-in basis by 
clicking on: 
 
● The General Counseling & Transfer Services link or; 
● The link to any special programs that you are a member of  
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Presentation Notes
For additional information on this program, assistance with creating your educational plan, or help exploring transfer preparation, visit the SMC Counseling Center. 

http://smc.edu/student-support/academic-support/counseling/contact.php


Potential Career Options  
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Job Title Typical Education Median Wage in CA 

Elementary School Teacher Bachelor’s Degree $83,360 

Digital Strategist Bachelor’s Degree $97,600 

Human Resources Specialist Bachelor's Degree $69,730 

Reporter Bachelor’s Degree $51,920 

Social Media Strategist Bachelor’s Degree $58,886 

For additional career ideas and current salary information, we encourage you reach out to an SMC 
Career Counselor at the Career Services Center.  They can be reached at (310) 434-4337.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Communication Studies Program will prepare you to be a strong communicator and collaborator. Communication studies is an extremely versatile major with many career applications in a variety of industries including but not limited to Business and Marketing, Politics and Law, Media, Public Health, Education. The skills you will gain pursuing this degree and certificate will start you on the path for various careers such as: Elementary School Teacher, Digital Strategist, Human Resources Specialist, Reporter, Social Media Strategist and many more. You will notice I have included on this slide the typical education people in these careers have, as well as the average salary these careers pay. 

Again, these are just examples of what you can do with this education. For additional career ideas and current salary information, we encourage you reach out to an SMC Career Counselor at the Career Services Center. 










Starter Classes 

➤ COM ST 9 | Introduction to Communication Studies 
This course is a survey of the discipline of communication studies that emphasizes the 
history, interest areas, major theories, and contemporary and emerging issues in the field. 
This course will specifically cover interpersonal, group, intercultural, mass and health 
communication in addition to an overview of public speaking. 
 

➤ COM ST 11 | Elements of Public Speaking 
This is a course in public speaking for students learning to prepare and deliver platform 
speeches. Assignments include speeches of description, exposition, and persuasion. 
Techniques for controlling tension, building self-confidence, and effective listening are 
emphasized. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A couple of classes to start your academic career in Communication Studies are Introduction to Communication Studies and Elements of Public Speaking.  These are fundamental courses that address communication theory while helping you build strong oral communication skills.



Program Highlights  

➤ Experiential Learning 
 

● COM ST 22 | Speech and Debate Team  
This is the class for students who want to learn about a competitive speech and debate 
team, or who want to be on the SMC competitive speech and debate team. National 
Champion Winners! 
http://smc.edu/debateteam 
 

● Producing & Editing the Campus Newspaper 
Enroll in JOURN 16 and or JOURN 17 to create and edit content for the Campus 
Newspaper that is distributed regularly to the campus community. 
http://smc.edu/academics/areas-of-interest/people-and-society/corsair-student-
newspaper.php 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to completing the courses required for this Communications degree, you can start preparing for a career in Communication Studies by getting involved on campus.  

Enroll in Communication Studies 22, and you can join our competitive and former national award winning Speech and Debate Team. 

Students who are interested in gaining experience creating and editing the campus newspaper, the Corsair, can enroll in Journalism 16 and/or 17.





http://smc.edu/debateteam
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Program Highlights (continued)  

➤ Experiential Learning (continued) 
 

● JOURN 90 | Journalism Internship  
Students will relate their journalistic experience to real life by working for a newspaper 
or magazine for a summer or semester. Academic credit is based on a written report or 
research paper relating to the student's internship experience. Enrollment must be  
concurrent with an approved internship assignment. 
 

● COM ST 88A and 88B | Independent Studies  
Conduct independent research on a special study topic related to Communication 
Studies with the approval of the department chair and supervising instructor.  
 

● SOCIOL 1S | Introduction to Sociology - Service Learning 
Students engage in experiential learning outside of the classroom in conjunction with 
various community based organizations. Check with the Sociology program 
(http://smc.edu/sociology) to see when this course is offered. 
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Presentation Notes
You can also earn college credit while gaining hands-on work experience in an approved internship, service learning and/or independent studies course. Depending on your career interests, you can enroll in courses such as Journalism Internship, Independent Studies and Introduction to Sociology - Service Learning to gain necessary transferable skills and add to your resume and college applications.

http://smc.edu/sociology


Program Highlights  

➤ Communication & Media Lecture Series 
Informative series of free talks and panel discussions exploring current developments in 
communication and media 
http://smc.edu/lectures   
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Presentation Notes
You will also have opportunities to create relationships with faculty and peers, stay current with industry trends, and talk to successful working professionals by attending the Communication & Media Lecture Series offered each semester.

http://smc.edu/lectures


Community Involvement and Volunteer Opportunities 

➤ Community Involvement and Volunteer Opportunities 
 

● KCRW 
● 826LA 
● Reading Partners 
● Boys and Girls Club of Santa Monica 
● Virginia Avenue Park 
● Los Angeles Metropolitan Debate League  

 
For more information, contact the Volunteer Coordinator at the Career Services Center at  
(310) 434-4337. 
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Presentation Notes
If you are looking for opportunities to volunteer and/or make positive impacts on wide-ranging issues in your community, you may want to check out these places.  Feel free to reach out to the Volunteer Coordinator at the Career Services Center to discuss some of these great opportunities or other organizations that might fit your interests.  

https://www.lamdl.org/









Student Clubs 

➤ Office of Student Life - Student Clubs (www.smc.edu/icc)  
 
●  Student Clubs  

○ Get involved on campus and connect your academic and personal interests with 
other SMC Students 

○ Student clubs change every semester 
○ Visit www.smc.edu/icc for an updated list 

 
● Associated Students (A.S.) of Santa Monica College  

○ Represent student interests to SMC administration and help to approve the 
spending of A.S. funds.  

○ Positions to consider include President, Vice President, Secretary, Director of 
Outreach, and Director of Publicity 

○ Visit http://smc.edu/as for more information 
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Presentation Notes
As a Communication Studies major, involvement within the campus community and the leadership roles you take, can set you apart when you’re looking for internships and full-time work in the future. 

One of the many benefits of being a Communication Studies major is how broad, versatile and valuable this major is in all industries. You can join any club that aligns with your interests and tailor your role in the club, based on your specific career interests. For example, if you are interested in pursuing a career in marketing, you might consider taking on a leadership role, by supporting the social media and outreach efforts of any club you join. Student clubs are student run, so the activity level can vary from semester to semester. Visit smc.edu/icc for an updated list of clubs at SMC or to learn how to start your own club on campus.
  
You can also practice and strengthen your communication and leadership skills by taking on a role within the Associated Students (A.S.) of Santa Monica College.  Some Associated Student positions you might consider include President, Vice President, Secretary, Director of Outreach, and Director of Publicity.


http://www.smc.edu/icc
http://www.smc.edu/icc
http://smc.edu/as


Campus Resources 

➤ Communication Studies 
● Website: http://smc.edu/academics/areas-of-interest/people-and-

society/communication/communication-studies.php  
● Contact Information:  

Email: CommMedia@smc.edu   
 

➤ Career Services Center 
● Website: http://smc.edu/careercenter 
● Contact Information: 

Email: careerservices@smc.edu 
Phone: (310) 434-4337 
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Presentation Notes
I hope I was able to help you gain a better understanding of our Communication Studies program today and get excited about the great opportunities you can participate in to further develop your knowledge, skills, and experiences in Communications.  If you have any specific questions about the Communication Studies program, Know that your academic program and the Career Services Center are always here to support you and help you explore your career building and networking resources. Please feel free to visit either of our websites listed on this slide or contact us directly.  

http://smc.edu/academics/areas-of-interest/people-and-society/communication/communication-studies.php
http://smc.edu/academics/areas-of-interest/people-and-society/communication/communication-studies.php
mailto:CommMedia@smc.edu
http://smc.edu/CareerCenter
http://smc.edu/CareerCenter
mailto:careerservices@smc.edu


Liberal Arts - Social & 
Behavioral Science 
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Presentation Notes
The second program that I’d like to share with you during our session today is our Liberal Arts - Social & Behavioral Science program. If you’re also interested in learning about our Liberal Arts - Arts and Humanities program, you can learn more by attending the Culture, History, and Languages Information Session.




Degrees and Certificates 
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 Degrees and Certificates 

Associate of Arts Degree - Liberal Arts | Social & Behavioral Science 

Many colleges/universities offer bachelor’s degrees in this field. Students planning to transfer to a 
four-year college or university should complete the lower-division major requirements and the 
general education pattern for the specific transfer institution. SMC has agreements with UC and 
CSU campuses, as well as several private and out-of-state institutions. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At SMC, we offer the Associate of Arts - Liberal Arts I Social and Behavioral Science Degree.  
The program consists of an interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary course of study which focuses on the combined study of the social and behavioral sciences. Depending on your interests, you can emphasize your course of study on economics, history, political science, psychology, sociology, and or anthropology. 

Students who are planning to transfer can obtain a bachelor’s degree in this field at various universities and colleges.  




Academic Planning 

For information on this program, assistance creating your educational plan, or exploring transfer 
preparation visit the SMC Counseling Center at: 
 
● http://smc.edu/student-support/academic-support/counseling/contact.php 

 
Once on the web page, you can make an appointment or see a counselor on a drop-in basis by 
clicking on: 
 
● The General Counseling & Transfer Services link or; 
● The link to any special programs that you are a member of  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
For additional information on this program, assistance with creating your educational plan, or help exploring transfer preparation, visit the SMC Counseling Center. 

http://smc.edu/student-support/academic-support/counseling/contact.php


Potential Career Options  
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Job Title Typical Education Median Wage in CA 

Human Resources Specialist Bachelor's Degree  $69,730 

Training and Development Specialist Bachelor’s Degree $70,720 

Public Relations and Fundraising 
Manager 

Bachelor’s Degree $126,400 

Elementary School Teacher Bachelor’s Degree $83,360 

Editor Bachelor’s Degree $69,310 

For additional career ideas and current salary information, we encourage you reach out to an SMC 
Career Counselor at the Career Services Center.  They can be reached at (310) 434-4337.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Liberal Arts – Social & Behavioral Science program is a broad and versatile program.

The skills you will gain pursuing this degree will start you on the path for a variety of careers such as a Human Resources Specialist, Training and Development Specialist, Public Relations and Fundraising Manager, Elementary School Teacher, Editor, and many more. You will notice that I have included on this slide the typical education people in these careers have, as well as the average salary these careers pay. 

Again, these are just a few examples of what you can do with this education. For additional career ideas and current salary information, we encourage you reach out to an SMC Career Counselor at the Career Services Center. 






Program Highlights  

➤ Experiential Learning Courses 
 

● SOCIOL 1S | Introduction to Sociology - Service Learning 
Students engage in experiential learning outside of the classroom in conjunction with 
various community based organizations in both of these course.  Check with the 
Sociology program (http://smc.edu/sociology) to see when these courses are offered. 
 

● PSYCH 8 | Community Psychology 
Community psychology focuses on the application of psychological principles to 
understand and address community issues. This course requires students to engage in 
learning outside the classroom in conjunction with various community-based 
organizations. 
 
 
 
 

18 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since Liberal Arts - Social and Behavioral Science is an interdisciplinary major, it provides you the flexibility to select from a variety of experiential learning opportunities depending on your specific academic and career interests. 

We truly believe in such a broad major with so many opportunities, and encourage you to pick a focus based on your career interests and participate in hands-on learning opportunities such as the experiential learning courses offered within the Social and Behavioral Sciences. Many experiential learning courses such as Introduction to Sociology with Service Learning, and Community Psychology connect your involvement in the community with what you are learning in the course. The course I’ve listed here are just a couple out of many great experiential learning opportunities available to you.

http://smc.edu/sociology


Program Highlights  

➤ Experiential Learning Internships 
 

● COUNS 90A, 90B, 90C and 90D | General  Internship 
Gain valuable experience in your chosen career field; connect the classroom with your 
on-the-job work experience. 
http://smc.edu/student-support/career-services/internships/about.php 
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Presentation Notes
We also offer many internship courses that will provide you the opportunity to tailor your work related experience and gain the transferable and technical skills required for your future occupation. You can participate in an internship course related to a specific discipline and industry, as well as a General internship course listed on this slide, which gives you the flexibility to gain experience in your chosen career field. 



http://smc.edu/student-support/career-services/internships/about.php
http://smc.edu/student-support/career-services/internships/about.php
http://smc.edu/student-support/career-services/internships/about.php
http://smc.edu/student-support/career-services/internships/about.php
http://smc.edu/student-support/career-services/internships/about.php


Community Involvement and Volunteer Opportunities 

➤ Community Involvement and Volunteer Opportunities 
 

● Virginia Avenue Park 
● The Mar Vista Family Center 
● Alexandria House 
● Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA) 
● Los Angeles LGBT Center 
● Midnight Mission 
● Santa Monica Public Library 

 
For more information, contact the Volunteer Coordinator at the Career Services Center at  
(310) 434-4337. 
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Presentation Notes
If you are looking for opportunities to volunteer and/or make positive impacts on wide-ranging issues in your community.  You may want to check out these places.  Feel free to reach out to the Volunteer Coordinator at the Career Services Center to discuss some of these great opportunities or other organizations that might fit your interests.  







Student Clubs 

➤ Office of Student Life - Student Clubs (www.smc.edu/icc)   
 
● Anthropology Club 

 Foster an appreciation of the four fields of Anthropology within the students  
At SMC. For more information contact smcanthroclub@gmail.com 
 

● Cultural Affairs Club 
Learn about different cultures by discussing political, socio-cultural and economic 
affairs on a national and global level.  For more information, contact 
culturalaffairsclub@gmail.com   
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Presentation Notes
As a student, you can also get involved on campus and connect your academic and personal interests with other SMC students, by joining a student club. Your involvement within the campus community and the leadership roles you take, will allow you to further specialize your interests and skills and will set you apart when you’re looking for internships and full-time work in the future. We offer clubs related to all of the disciplines that the Liberal Arts - Social & Behavioral Sciences program encompasses. Some examples include the Anthropology club, Cultural Affairs Club, 

http://www.smc.edu/icc
mailto:smcanthroclub@gmail.com
mailto:culturalaffairsclub@gmail.com


Student Clubs (Continued) 

➤ Office of Student Life - Student Clubs (www.smc.edu/icc)   
 
● History Club 

Learn about  various historical perspectives and promote an inclusive approach to 
history. For more information contact smchistclub@gmail.com 
 

● Psychology Club  
Expand your knowledge in psychology, gain new perspectives, and build relationships 
within the SMC Community. For more information, contact psychsmc@gmail.com 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
History Club and the Psychology club. I have listed their information for you but note that student clubs are student run, so the activity level can vary from semester to semester. Visit smc.edu/icc for an updated list of clubs at SMC or to learn how to start your own club on campus.
  



http://www.smc.edu/icc
mailto:smchistclub@gmail.com
mailto:psychsmc@gmail.com


Campus Resources 

➤ Liberal Arts | Social & Behavioral Science 
● Website: http://smc.edu/academics/areas-of-interest/people-and-

society/interdepartmental-studies/liberal-arts.php 
 

➤ Career Services Center 
● Website: http://smc.edu/careercenter 
● Contact Information: 

Email: careerservices@smc.edu 
Phone: (310) 434-4337 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’ve shared some important highlights related to the Liberal Arts - Social Behavioral Sciences program today and hope that you found this information helpful.  Know that your academic program and the Career Services Center are always here to support you and help you explore your career building and networking resources. Please feel free to visit either of our websites listed on this slide or contact us directly.  


http://smc.edu/academics/areas-of-interest/people-and-society/interdepartmental-studies/liberal-arts.php
http://smc.edu/academics/areas-of-interest/people-and-society/interdepartmental-studies/liberal-arts.php
http://smc.edu/CareerCenter
http://smc.edu/CareerCenter
mailto:careerservices@smc.edu
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Don’t forget to explore the additional videos  
on Programs and Careers  

in People and Society: 

● Administration of 
Justice 

● Economics 
● Political Science 
● Public Policy 

 
 

● Global Studies 
● Sociology 
● Women’s, Gender, 

& Sexuality 
Studies 

● Anthropology 
● Environmental 

Studies 
● Geography 

 

● Psychology 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, this concludes this part of the People and Society Information Session focused Communication Studies and Liberal Arts - Social and Behavioral Sciences. Don’t forget to explore the additional videos I have listed on this slide to learn about other programs and careers under the People and Society area of interest.  I look forward to meeting you and helping you become successful within your academic program as well as careers.  Thank you and have a great day!
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